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Perhaps the best known of all Edison's inventions was
produced the following year when he was thirty years
old. This was the phonograph, the forerunner of all
gramophones, and it was his own invention from start
to finish. Edison was fond of keeping his ideas to him-
self, and the story is told how one day he asked two of
his assistants to produce a new piece of apparatus on
the lines of a drawing he gave them. It was a strange-
looking contraption with a drum to which a handle was
attached, a tube, and various other " gadgets " as we
should now call them, and the workmen could not make
head or tail of it. Still, the master had ordered it, so
they made the machine, and in due course they brought
the completed apparatus to Edison. Naturally, they
were all curiosity to see what he was going to do next.
What he did first was to wind a strip of tinfoil round the
drum. He then proceeded to recite " Mary had a little
lamb " into the tube while turning the drum by means
of the handle, and if his assistants were present at
this demonstration they must have had grave fears for
their employer's sanity. But it was only another miracle
Edison had invented, for when, after making certain
adjustments, he started to rotate the drum again,
Edison's voice came out of the tube, repeating word for
word, as he had said them, the lines of the famous nursery
rhyme.
The phonograph created a great sensation. News-
papers -devoted long articles to the talking machine and
the man who had invented it. Many people, indeed,
refused to believe that the human voice could be re-
produced mechanically, and pronounced the whole

